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The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society— Summer 2020 

Announcements !! 

Welcome to AmazonSmile! 
Did you know that you can support the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society by doing your 
Amazon shopping at smile.amazon.com?  Good news! AmazonSmile is now available in 
the Amazon Shopping app on iOS and Android mobile phones.  
AmazonSmile customers can now support Hamlin Lake Preservation Society in the Ama-
zon shopping app on iOS and Android mobile phones! Simply follow these instructions to 
turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations. 

1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device 

2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into 'Settings' 
Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the process 
Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 

Thank you for supporting the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society! 

HLPS now accepts membership dues and 
donations online! 

Our members are now able to pay their dues or donate online to any of the special funds of 
the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society using a credit/debit card or their bank account by go-
ing to:  https://app.autobooks.co/pay/hamlin-lake-preservation-society.  This link is directly connected 
to our bank, and your payment goes directly into the HLPS account. When using this pay-
ment method, be sure to fill out the Description box after the question “What is this pay-
ment for?”  That way, your donation will be sure to go exactly where you want it! 

Annual Dinner Meeting Canceled 
The proposed annual dinner meeting of Aug. 28th has been canceled due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic situation. Our plans for the 2021 annual dinner meeting are to 
return to the usual meeting time in June. The exact date has not been set yet 

SORRY!! 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=399PYZZ6S3U8T&K=50NG9Y9PO0RN&M=urn:rtn:msg:20200203202452d3b4c377f2704cda8edc265cb3c0p0na&R=IJ8H2I669RP2&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&H=TGHYVFO5YYVUDWRB8FDFKJJF2X0A&ref
https://app.autobooks.co/pay/hamlin-lake-preservation-society
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OFFICERS 

President, Wayne Andersen  

andersenwayne@gmail.com 

Vice President, Ruth Crompton 

rkcromp@msn.com 

Recording Secretary, Peggy 

Haverberg 

Peggy.haverberg@gmail.com 

Treasurer, Kathy McGill 

tkmcgill@yahoo.com 

  

All opinions expressed in this 
newsletter are those of the authors         

and are not necessarily                    

the opinions of the 
 Hamlin Lake Preservation Society. 

HLPS is a tax exempt organization under Sec. 501(c) 3 of the IRS code.   
All dues and contributions are  tax deductible. 

 

 

Hamlin Lake Currents  
is published three times-a-year  

by the  
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society  

P.O. Box 178  
Ludington, MI  49431 

 

Our educational objective is to 
present articles on current concerns, 

history, and activities pertaining to 
Hamlin Lake. 

 
 
 
 

Your contributions to this 
newsletter are welcome! 

 

Please address letters to: 

Wayne Disegna 

 6647 W. Jackson Road 

Ludington MI 49431  

Phone:  231.843.6841 

wdisegna@frontier.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Board 

Hamlin Lake 
Currents Masthead 

Designed by  
Jeff Austin 

Hamlin Township 

Transfer Facility on Dewey 
Road 

 

WINTER SCHEDULE 
October 1—April 30 

Wednesday and Saturday 

9 A.M.—5 P.M. 
 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 

May 1—September 30  

Monday, Wednesday, and 
Saturday,    

  10 A.M. - 6 P.M. 

Your comments are welcome!  

 E-mail Wayne Andersen, 

President, 

andersenwayne@gmail.com  

or write to the  

Hamlin Lake Preservation 

Society,  

P.O. Box  178 

COMMITTEES 
 

Mailings—Kathy McGill 

Membership– Gin Hluchan, Jim 

Clark 

Newsletter & Mailing—Wayne 

Disegna and Karen Disegna 
 

Special Events— Ruth Crompton 

Fish—Wayne Andersen 

Water Quality— Bruce Pelletier, Joe 

Muzzo 

Memorials—- Kathy McGill 

Watershed Plan  - Peggy Haverberg 

Fireworks —-Steve Brock 

DIRECTORS 
Jim Clark 

Denny Lavis 

Steve Begnoche 

Wayne Andersen 

Mark Otto 

Gin Hluchan 

Kent Gage 

Joe Muzzo 

Peggy Haverberg 

Bruce Pelletier 

Ken Muzzo 

David Windsor 

Sue Scholtens  

 

HLPS Website 

www.hamlinlake.us 
 

Questions or Comments 
Contact 

Dennis Lavis 
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              Continued on page 10 

The President’s Letter 

      

   A very unique year to say the least of 2020. It was very sad to cancel the 2020 HLPS Annual Meeting. With 
the current Covid 19 restrictions on gatherings of over 10 people there simply was no other choice. The same 
was true of the Hamlin Lake Fireworks. Most people are unaware of all the fund raising, planning, pre work 
and permitting that precedes the evening of the actual fireworks. The obstacles couldn't be overcome to pro-
vide a quality fireworks show in 2020. 
  With the uncertainties and changing regulations it has been difficult to function as normal. We have been 
able to remain quite active and promote good things for Hamlin Lake.  
  Last year we entered into a partnership offering a cost share of removal of targeted  invasive plants within 
the Hamlin Lake Watershed that members of HLPS agreed to have removed from their properties. Due to 
Covid 19 restrictions NCCISMA has not been functioning until mid July. We are offering this service for the 
remainder of 2020. We are also having NCCISMA conduct a survey of the Hamlin Lake Watershed to identify 
invasive plants that would be desirable to remove. Information will be posted on the HLPS Website. 
  We are also beginning to work with Amanda Bell, USGS Aquatic Biologist and Aaron Parker, EGLE Aquatic 
Biologist to identify harmful algal blooms (HAB) on Hamlin Lake. They began taking water samples on July 
15th. This is a multi year research project looking at past algal blooms and gathering data to understand cur-
rent algal blooms as they appear on Hamlin Lake. 
  We are getting closer to installing a stream flow gage station  on the Big Sable River. Once in place and de-
livering reliable data this data will be available in real time on the HLPS Website. Determining the best possi-
ble long term location and the permitting process and technology issues have proven to be very time consum-
ing.  
  We have also been working on developing a Hamlin Lake Tri Fold that would be available to the public for a 
nominal fee. The interior of this tri fold would be a map of Hamlin Lake with prominent features of interest 
shown. The exterior of the tri fold would have a picture of Hamlin Lake, some information about the lake and 
responsible stewardship practices. This project is in progress and hopefully completed this year. 
  Hamlin Lake seems to be fishing well overall this year. The facebook group "Hamlin Lake Fishing Reports" is 
a good source of information about Hamlin Lake fishing. I am especially impressed with the administrator, 
Mitch Egan, who administers a quality site that has many interesting pictures of young people enjoying the 
Hamlin Lake fishery. 
  The Hamlin Lake Bathymetric Map on the HLPS Website has been very useful to anglers and others who 
have an interest in Hamlin Lake. Jim Clark has dedicated a tremendous amount of hours to completing this 
project. 
  Hamlin Lake Preservation Society is now approved by the Amazon Smile Program to receive money from 
Amazon by users who designate Hamlin Lake Preservation Society as their designated recipient. 
  Please take the time to read the worthwhile articles in this newsletter. Always amazes me how many people 
are committing their time and resources to maintain and enhance the quality of Hamlin Lake and its water-
shed. 
  Enjoy this very different summer season we are experiencing. We are all hoping for a return to the HLPS 
Annual Meeting and Hamlin Lake Fireworks in 2021. 
  As always your input, questions and comments are welcomed. 
 
Wayne Andersen, President 
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Email; andersenwayne@gmail.com 
Cell; 231-843-4618 
 
 
  
 

mailto:andersenwayne@gmail.com
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Big Sable River Stream Flow Monitoring Station 

   

 A goal of HLPS has been to monitor the stream flow of the Big Sable River and gather other data on 
a continuing basis. We have explored the option of establishing a USGS stream flow monitoring sta-
tion. This option was not feasible due to the high cost of installation and maintenance. 
  Emerging technology in open source electronics are now allowing volunteer groups to collect valu-
able real time water data at a low cost. 
  Michigan Trout Unlimited has established several of the "Mayfly DIY Water Quality Monitoring Sta-
tions" at sites in Michigan. In the past year units were installed on the Pere Marquette River and  on 
the Little Manistee River.  
  Below are a couple of pictures of the unit we are planning to install on the Big Sable River. We 
have been evaluating locations on the river that would provide the best long term location. An opti-
mal location would have desirable stream bank structure, exposure for solar power and reliable in-
ternet reception. 
  Data to be collected could include stream flow in CFS (cubic feet per second), water temperature, 
turbidity and conductivity as shown below. 
  We are currently working through the issues and are hopeful to have a unit in place this year on the 
Big Sable River. 
  Additional information about this technology is available online by entering "Mayfly DIY Water Qual-
ity Monitoring".  

On the right is shown the typical data obtained from the 
monitoring system 
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   The weather forecast for Ludington and Mansitee at 7:00 a.m. this morning indicated no rain until the afternoon. How-
ever, I should have checked the Arcadia or Frankfort forecasts !! As it turned out, Lynda Herremans and I drove sepa-
rately to Arcadia Marsh and started to walk the boardwalk from the eastern parking lot. 15 minutes later it began to rain 
and we were too far to run back to our cars and thus endured about 3 minutes of heavy rain in the open, with rain gear 
left in the cars ! The only waterfowl we saw were some Mute Swans in the distance, and other than that, we heard a 
Marsh Wren, Common Yellowthroat, Swamp Sparrow, and Green Frog, plus saw a Red-winged Blackbird and (later) 
Eastern KIngbird. We drove around to the western parking lot in the hope the rain would have stopped for good, but after 
2 minutes on the boardwalk the clouds again looked ominous and we got back to our cars before a much longer period 
of heavy rain occurred. We agreed to call it a morning and returned home. On my way south there was no sign of rain 
some 5 miles to the south and it became much sunnier and hot by the time I got to Manistee. Apparently, the storm front 
followed the Manistee/Benzie County line eastward, and on the radio I heard about a severe  thunderstorm warning for 
Antrim and Kalkaska Counties east of Traverse City, with up to 60 mph winds predicted. Other than the stormy weather, 
I do not recommend birding Arcadia Marsh in mid-July as it was dead for waterbirds. I think the high water levels also 
hurt breeding songbirds as the alder thickets had died due to high water levels and no Alder Flycatchers were heard, 
plus there should have been many Marsh Wrens and Swamp Sparrows. Also, there was no suitable habitat for Rails also 
due to high water. Fall migration, however, should be better (as well as next spring). 
  
Dave Dister  

Birding At Arcadia Marsh 
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Why are we getting this algae in Hamlin Lake?? 

Eutrophication, algal blooms and protecting our water quality 

Submitted by Mason-Lake Conservation District 
What is eutrophication? Eutrophication is the process of reducing dissolved oxygen in a water body due to an 

increase in mineral and organic nutrients. This is a natural process that occurs in every lake and river system around the 
world. However, with an increase in nutrient inputs into our watersheds, we speed up the eutrophication process, and 
Hamlin Lake is no exception. Phosphorus and nitrogen inputs into our lakes and river systems are the leading cause of 
eutrophication and harmful blue-green algal blooms. Phosphorus and nitrogen are found in fertilizer, animal waste, and 
sewage. The most common method of phosphorus and nitrogen inputs is through non-point source pollution, where rain 
and snowmelt carry nutrients into our rivers and lakes from many locations. This increase in nutrients, especially phos-
phorus, causes algae to grow dramatically; a process we call algal blooms. These blooms can be harmful to animals and 
humans if consumed. Fish can live with the algae blooms until the algae starts to die off. The dead algae are broken 
down by bacteria, and this process of breaking down dead organic material takes a lot of oxygen, reducing the amount 
available to aquatic organisms and triggering large fish die off.  
 How do we prevent eutrophication and algae blooms in our water systems? We must reduce our input of nutri-
ents by reducing fertilizer use and inspecting our septic tanks to look for leaks or potential failure. Landowners can have 
soil tests completed to find out how much phosphorus and other nutrients are needed on their land or in gardens. Those 
who live along lakes, rivers, and streams should not use fertilizers on their lawns, unless soil tests allow for establishing 
a new sod lawn. It is actually illegal in Michigan to use phosphorus fertilizers on a lawn, due to negative impacts to water 
quality, so be sure to get a phosphorus-free product (see picture). If fertilizers are used, ensure that you maintain at least 
a 15’ buffer between the fertilized area and the water. If we increase the vegetative buffers around our water bodies and 
not have a manicured lawn right to the water’s edge, nutrients that are carried from the upland ecosystem will be caught 
and absorbed into native grasses, forbs and woody plants. These natural shorelines have large root systems with a large 
surface area to collect more nutrients than turf grass which may only have a root system of a few inches. 

Proper septic system maintenance and management can also positively impact our waters. A system that fails 
can leach human waste and bacteria into the groundwater, contaminating your drinking water well and likely those of 
others around you, eventually entering into our streams and lakes (see diagram). Ensure that your septic is the appropri-
ate size for your home. A system that worked for an occasional weekend cabin is not likely capable of handling full-time 
use! Systems should be pumped every 3-5 years. A basic inspection occurs at this time, ensuring no major leaks or mal-
functions with the system. This might cost $200-$300, but it is worth the investment for clean drinking water and better 
than repair costs that could be upwards of $7,000.  
Keep these following tips in mind to keep your system functioning and your water clean: 
Don’t park or drive on the drain field                                                                                                                            

This compacts soils and prevents drainage 
Limit daily water use  

Many loads of laundry and showers in  
one day can cause overloading and waste 
could leach out before breaking down 

Don’t pour fats and oils down the drain  
Oils float in the tank and cause clogging of filters,  
leading to systems backing-up into the home 

Ensure your tank access stays above water 
With high water levels, a septic system could be  
submerged, causing waste to flood out 

Contact the Mason-Lake Conservation District at (231) 757-3707 for 
more information on how you can help reduce the likelihood of blue-
green algal blooms.   
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What is Being Done About the Algae ? 

The State of Michigan has selected waterbodies of high importance to study for harmful algal 
blooms (HABs) based on recreational or drinking water use. USGS will work with Michigan Depart-
ment of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) to enhance current monitoring and response 
in the State by conducting additional sampling and incorporating sensor and satellite technologies. 
The objective will be to validate data from the Cyanobacteria Assessment Network (CyAN) applica-
tion and use sensor data to develop HAB predictions at selected lakes in the state. 
 
As part of their annual HABs sampling EGLE collects samples from lakes that are experiencing visu-
al blooms. At selected lakes, water samples will be collected by USGS on a biweekly schedule. 
EGLE will collect water samples from these lakes as part of their ongoing HABs response network. 
The CyAN Application will also be used to determine lakes that maybe experiencing a HAB, and 
may warrant a response-based water sample. EGLE and USGS will work together to determine 
threshold criteria for response samples based on CyAN imagery data.  In addition to water sampling, 
buoys will be deployed by USGS at selected lakes in the 2021 growing season.   In conjunction with 
the CyAN application data, the buoy data will be used to determine lakes that maybe experiencing a 
HAB. Using predetermined thresholds of the measured parameters, notifications will be sent to se-
lected personnel as to when a HABs may be occurring. Comparing the collected parameters and the 
results from the water samples we will be able to determine the cyanotoxin concentrations and po-
tential for cyanotoxin production during times of possible HABs occurrence, therefore allowing us to 
ground-truth the use of additional real-time buoys in more locations and ground truthing the CyAN 
imaging in more lakes.  The body of this email from Amanda Bell gives a general description of a 
USGS Research Project that will include Hamlin Lake. The first samples were collected from Hamlin 
Lake on July 15, 2020. Three sites are being sampled at this time, South Bayou, Ludington State 
Park Beach and Victory Township Park on Upper Hamlin Lake. These locations give a snapshot of 
the Upper, Middle and Lower parts of Hamlin Lake. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

  ASSETS 
Cash and Bank Accounts  

 
12/31/2019 Balance 7/13/2020 Balance 

 

Community Foundation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HLPS Chemical 
Bank 

Fireworks 0.00 180.00 

Fish Fund 0.00 50.00 

General Fund 8,341.94 8,641.94 

Reserved 5,000.00 5,000.00 

Scholarship -475.00 -643.00 

Water Quality 0.00 20.00 

TOTAL Community Foundation 12,866.94 13,248.94   
 

    

CISMA Program - Invasive Plant Cost Share -466.25 -366.25 

Fireworks 7,856.94 10,664.94 

Fish Fund 5,850.14 8,616.14 

General Fund -6,244.69 -3,645.73 

Hamlin Lake Association 7,215.71 7,215.71 

Historic Cottage 45.00 45.00 

Land Purchase 0.00 0.00 

Land Reserve 3,623.52 3,623.52 

Memorial 830.00 830.00 

Memorial - A Puffer 
  

425.00 

Natural Shoreline Project 13,552.80 13,552.80 

Riparian Magazine -26.00 576.00 

Scholarship 247.00 300.00 

Water Quality 15,021.75 18,000.75 

TOTAL HLPS Chemical Bank 47,972.17 59,837.88 

HLPS Postal Acct 

 

238.88 165.28 

  TOTAL Cash and Bank Accounts   48,211.05   60,003.16 

Other Assets CD 90107 
  

8,516.75 
  

8,537.95 

CD 92039 10,346.47 10,359.35 

CD 92040 18,508.07 18,531.10 

TOTAL Other Assets 37,371.29 37,428.40 

TOTAL ASSETS 98,449.28 110,680.50 



Summer   
2020 

Page 9 Hamlin Lake Currents 

 

 

 

Minutes of the July 14th 
HLPS Board Meeting 

 

 

GUESTS: 
Amanda Bell, Hydrologist 
USGS Upper Midwest Water Science Center 

Shared information on work the Center is doing to better understand algae blooms; the team will 
monitor the lake in 2020 seeking a location for a “monitoring station buoy” to be placed in 
Hamlin Lake 2021 

Dani McGarry, Executive Director 
Mason-Lake Conservation District 

Shared information and handed out pamphlets on lawncare practices and septic tank mainte-
nance for healthy waters 

CISMA staff has been returned to active status so look for more information on the invasive weed 
program; $400 of the allocated $2k was spent in 2019; and additional $2k was allocated for a 
survey of the lake shore for “invasive hot spots” 

Anna Kornoelje, Friend of Nordhouse Dunes (represented by board member Steve B) 
Reviewed the new kiosks to go in at Nordhouse dunes and an Aug 1 meeting at the trailhead at 

10am; the intent is to pick up track and educate campers on leave no trace 
 
FINANCIAL:  Balance is $110,680 

HLPS is going to be registered with Amazon Smile so your purchases can trigger financial dona-
tions 

You can now donate to HLPS via Chemical Bank  
chemical bank/ autobooks.co/pay/hamlin-lake-preservation-society, you do need to send Kathy M a 
separate email if you wish to designate where your funds are spent 
 
GENERAL 

Don’t forget to visit the web for the Bathymetry maps 
Detail on the free nitrite well testing can be found at the web site 
Water testing continues under the direction of Bruce P even though CLMP is not funded this 

year. 
The Aug 28, 2020 annual meeting and dinner has been cancelled; a proposed date for 2021 will 

be decided at the next meeting. 
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Friends of Nordhouse is a new, informal group being formed to help the wilderness area just north of 
Hamlin Lake. It's first event is Aug. 1. 
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Members and local residents are invited to join with Friends of 
Nordhouse that day to meet with Ranger Mike to learn more about Nordhouse Dunes Wilderness 
and help clean up the beach. 
Meet at the Nurnberg parking lot on August 1, at 10 a.m. 
We'll hike to Nordhouse Lake to learn more about this Wilderness and then head to the beach to 
pick up trash. Trash bags provided. 
Please remember to bring water, snacks, sunscreen, bug spray, and whatever else you need for a 3
-mile hike. We will make sure to stay 6 feet apart and masks are welcome if you choose to wear one. 
Parking will be tight so plan to park on Nurnberg Road and hike in. Parking is free for Friends of 
Nordhouse on the day of the event! 
Can't make it but want to learn more or join the next event? Please email Matt Marcionetti 
at mattmarcionetti@gmail.com to join our mailing list. 
 

Friends of Nordhouse Dunes 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
HLPS Board Meeting Dates for 2020 

 
 
August 11th 
 
Annual Dinner Meeting Aug. 28th (canceled) 
 
September 15th 
 

Meetings are open to all 
 
Time:  
6:30 pm social 7:00pm meeting starts 
 
Hamlin Township Hall 

Fall 
CURRENTS 

 
DEADLINE 

 
Sept. 18th 

2020 

mailto:mattmarcionetti@gmail.com
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Pictures from around Hamlin Lake 
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