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The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society— Spring 2021 

Get Ready For a Safe Water Season  

  

Boat Safety 
As the boating season approaches there are a few things you can do to ensure you are prepared for 
that first (and future) boat ride.  
With your boat being stored over the past few months it a good idea to do a thorough inspection of 
the boat’s exterior, interior, fittings, hoses, and ALL accessories, including your PFDs. PFDs are no 
longer US Coast Guard approved if they are damaged in anyway, molded, missing straps or buck-
les, etc. No matter how or where you stored your boat over the winter it is susceptible to the invasion 
of rodents, and other small mammals that love to chew on a number of materials and build nests in 
some very difficult to access spaces.   
Last fall, after a just a couple months of my 18 ft fishing boat sitting in a temporary storage area, I 
personally had to deal with a mouse problem. When I went to use it, I noticed signs of the visitors, so 
I began the process of trying to eliminate it (or them!). What I thought was just a population of 3 to 4 
turned out to be a colony of 21! The boat has a floor that is easily accessible by something the size 
of a mouse and very difficult to inspect by a human. Fortunately, I had not stored PFDs or other 
items in the boat that would make good nesting material. I did, however, have a terrible mess on my 
hands and a hull full of acorn shells. 
Had the uninvited residents been more in the line of squirrels I would most likely be replacing sever-
al feet of wiring as they enjoy eating the plastic insulation. Raccoons find pleasure in leaving behind 
their waste products as well as being downright destructive to seats, cushions, and coverings.  
So, before you take that first voyage of the season make sure you have done a bow to stern inspec-
tion, repair or replace any items that appear to be damaged, worn out, or otherwise and be sure you 
don’t have any unwanted castaways that decide to show themselves once you have left the shore. 
Dave Windsor 
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The President’s Letter 

  As I write this letter on April 29th Hamlin Lake is nearing its summer level of 7.42’. The lake level measured 
at the Ludington State Park is currently at 7.26’. The process of raising the lake level was started on March 
20th this year. The start of raising the lake begins when no floating ice remains on the lake. Due to a lack of 
precipitation and dry conditions it has taken Hamlin Lake longer than some years to reach its summer level.  
  Each year a topic of discussion is the amount of aquatic nuisance vegetation (commonly known as weeds) 
in Hamlin Lake. The year 2020 seems to have been unique in that most areas of the lake and most people 
using the lake agree that there was a noticeable absence of aquatic vegetation in Hamlin Lake. It will be very 
interesting to see how the aquatic vegetation develops in the lake in 2021. 
  Water Quality Sampling of the Big Sable River, Freeman Creek, Davis Creek and Hamlin Lake will continue 
this year thanks to the volunteers doing the sampling. 
  HLPS is continuing a partnership with North Country Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area 
NCCISMA to address invasive terrestrial plants within the Hamlin Lake Watershed that pose a threat to the 
environmental integrity and property values of the area. 
  The Mayfly River Monitoring System installed and maintained by HLPS above US-31 on the Big Sable River 
is functioning. We are exploring the possibility of installing an additional unit below Hamlin Lake in the Luding-
ton State Park. We are meeting with stake holders in early May to determine the feasibility of installing and 
maintaining this second unit to monitor below the Hamlin Lake Dam. 
  HLPS is also planning a stream bank stabilization project in the Ludington State Park. This project would be 
located below the foot bridge over the river in the park. We have developed the scope of work, obtained cost 
estimates and are currently in the permit process for this project. We are hoping to begin field work in the fall 
of this year.  
  Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Board of Directors has decided it will not have an annual dinner this year. 
Due to the current status of Covid Restrictions and uncertain developments in the pandemic it is the only re-
sponsible decision. This was a difficult decision knowing how much HLPS Members enjoy this annual gather-
ing. We are very hopeful that we will be able to resume the annual dinners that are part of the annual meeting 
in 2022. 
  HLPS is expecting to have the Hamlin Lake Fireworks resume this year. The fireworks are being planned for 
July 2nd at the usual location on Upper Hamlin Lake. There was much disappointment when the fireworks 
were cancelled in 2020. The 2021 Hamlin Lake Fireworks should be spectacular. 
  As you are aware the HLPS Board of Directors unanimously decided to access no dues for current HLPS 
Members for the year 2021. I think this shows the appreciation the board has for the membership. HLPS is 
fortunate to have a very generous membership that supports all the activities that we are able to conduct to 
preserve and enhance Hamlin Lake. 
  I would like to thank the HLPS Board of Directors and HLPS Members for their generous financial support. I 
would like also to thank all those who volunteer their time on HLPS activities and projects.  
  The HLPS Board appreciates hearing from the membership and non-members if you have observations or 
suggestions for the Hamlin Lake and Big Sable River Watersheds. Your input is welcome and always consid-
ered. 
  During the 2021 summer season on Hamlin Lake please be courteous to others enjoying the lake and re-
member to observe all safe boating and safe water practices. 
Wishing Everyone a Safe and Enjoyable Summer 
Wayne Andersen, HLPS President 
Email; andersenwayne@gmail.com 
Cell; 231-843-4618 
   
 
 
 
 

mailto:andersenwayne@gmail.com
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Did you know that your HLPS has a Monofilament Recycling Program to keep used monofilament 
fishing line out of our lake and away from wildlife? 
For a number of years now the HLPS has maintained monofilament collection bins at all of the public 
launch ramps and fishing sites. The first bins to be installed were placed at the Ludington State 
Park, Wilson Park, and Victory Park. In 2016 additional bins were placed at the South Bayou, Long 
Skinny Park, and the Duneview ramp.   
 
All of the monofilament line collected is “cleaned” of debris and sent to the Berkley Conservation In-
stitute (a branch of the Berkley fishing tackle company) for recycling. 
HLPS asks that you deposit all of your unwanted fishing line in any of the collection bins throughout 
the year. Even if it is still on spools, we will accept it! 
By its very nature, monofilament line is very strong and does not deteriorate very quickly. If a bird or 
other wildlife gets entangled, it can be a very unpleasant outcome.  Retired Indiana Conservation 
Officer David Windsor, now a Michigan resident and HLPS Board of Director, has witnessed several 
ducks and geese with monofilament entangled on their legs and wings. “It is a very unpleasant site 
to see when their legs are entangled, and they can’t walk. Unfortunately, it can be difficult to catch 
them if they get to the water or take flight. It is upsetting when you know what the outcome is going 
to be”. 
Help protect our lake and its resident wildlife by recycling your monofilament line! 

Assets 
Total Community Foundation   $15,369.60 

 
 HLPS Chemical Bank              $70,820.26 
 
HLPS Postal Acct.                            $20.20 
 
Investment - CDs     
                                 CD90107   $ 8,561.56 
                                 CD92039   $10,375.01 
                                 CD92040   $18,559.11 
                                    TOTAL   $37,495.68 
 
 
 

Monofilament Recycling Program 

 

HLPS Treasurer’s Report 
4/13/2021 

FUND TOTALS 
                          General Fund            $52,444.38 
                           Fireworks                 $19,644.94                
                           Fish Fund                 $  9747.14 
                   Hamlin Lake Assoc.        $  7215.71 
                        Historic Cottage         $    375.00 
                         Land Reserve            $  3,623.52 
          Memorials– Alison Puffer        $    525.00 
 

 
 
Natural Shoreline Project              $13,552.80 
Riparian Magazine                          $    260.00 
Scholarship                                     $    313.00 
Water Quality                                  $15,998.25 
 

TOTAL Assets                     $123,705.74 
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Hamlin Lake Water Quality Report – Spring 2021 

 

Last spring’s water quality article introduced a new sampling program for HLPS, studying Total Phosphorus 
concentrations at near shore locations in the upper and lower lakes.  The goal of this study is to identify po-
tential “hot spot areas” where aquatic plant nutrients are found at elevated concentrations.  The study is actu-
ally an expansion of the monitoring we perform for The State’s Contract Lakes Management Program 
(CLMP).  We have over 20-years of involvement with CLMP, which has generated valuable data to better un-
derstand the characteristics of our lake.  The table below shows Total Phosphorus values obtained from test-
ing, by our own private laboratory, of samples already collected this spring.  NOTE:  The symbol (<) indicates 
values below the limit of instrument detection.  It can be seen from this table, that Total Phosphorus levels 
were very low, probably due to the extremely low level of snow melt and spring precipitation this year.      
 

 
 
The CLMP program was unfortunately suspended for the 2020 sampling season due to budgetary con-
straints.  This has resulted in a 1-year gap in the continuity of our data from the State’s laboratory.  Riparian 
outcry and a shift in the funding method has allowed the program to be reinstated this year.  Although the 
CLMP program has been slow getting restarted, we have already collected our spring ice-out samples.  Com-
monly referred to as “Lake overturn samples,” these are normally collected when lake water temperatures are 
uniform from top to bottom.  This is a time when nutrients are evenly distributed throughout the water column, 
making it ideal for conducting future lake water quality comparisons.   
 
As part of the CLMP requirements, we will again be taking weekly measurements of Water Temperature, 
Transparency and Dissolved Oxygen levels throughout the summer months.  Samples for Chlorophyll “a” and 
Total Phosphorus will also be collected.  All samples and data will be submitted to the State’s laboratory in 
mid-September.   Our sampling is normally conducted by a group of dedicated volunteers; however, several 
have moved away from the lake or are no longer available.   We are therefore looking for a few new volun-
teers to help carry on this vital work.  If you have a boat and a few extra hours of time, please consider being 
a volunteer.  Training and sampling equipment will be provided.  If interested, please send an email with your 
name and contact information to me at:  rb_pelletier@charter.net.  Bruce Pelletier 
Thanks for your continued dedication to help preserve the quality of our lake.   

APRIL 2021 LAKE WATER SAMPLES         

            

  Sample Location   Date Total Date 

      Sampled Phosphorus Sampled 

1 Lower Hamlin Deep Hole   3/23/2021 <5 ug/L 4/8/2021 

2 Shallow Spot west of Narrows   3/23/2021 <5 ug/L 4/8/2021 

3 Upper Hamlin Sunset Bay   3/23/2021 5.5 ug/L 4/8/2021 

4 East Arm of Indian Pete Bayou   3/23/2021 <5 ug/L 4/8/2021 

5 Pleasant Hill off Davis Road   3/23/2021 <5 ug/L 4/8/2021 

6 Rupert's Bayou   3/23/2021 <5 ug/L 4/8/2021 

7 Hobby Crest   3/23/2021 <5 ug/L 4/8/2021 

8 Tamarac Main Channel   3/23/2021 11 ug/L 4/8/2021 
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Invasive Hemlock Woolly Adelgid  
Here are 2 Articles on this Invasive Species 

                             Hemlock woolly adelgid (HWA) is an invasive insect native to eastern Asia that sucks sap from eastern hemlock 
tree branches and can kill a tree in 4 to 10 years if not treated.  HWA can be identified by its white, cottony ovisacs on the undersides 
of hemlock branches, near the base of the needles. The ovisacs may appear alone or in clusters. Late fall through early spring is the 

best time to check hemlock trees for the presence of HWA.  
Please see the following resources for help with identification, information, and reporting options: 
Hemlock Woolly Adelgid: Invasive Species in Michigan - A short video with identification tips.  
Michigan.gov/HWA – website with identification, look-alike and quarantine information, maps and more.  
SaveMiHemlocks.org – website of the West Michigan hemlock woolly adelgid taskforce 
For a two-sided, pocket sized HWA and hemlock tree identification card please visit Mason-Lake Conservation District at 655 N. 
Scottville Rd. in Scottville, or call (231)757-3707. 
How to report trees infested with HWA: 
Note the location of the tree and, if possible, take photos of the infested branch.  To avoid spreading HWA, do not collect sample 
branches or twigs. Report the find using one of these methods: 
Email the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development at MDA-Info@michigan.gov. 
Call the MDARD Customer Service Center at 800-292-3939. 
Use the Midwest Invasive Species Information Network (MISIN) online reporting tool or download the MISIN smartphone app. 
Contact Mason-Lake Conservation District for a free site visit! 
                                                        About a year ago, a tiny, invasive forest insect pest, called Hemlock Woolly Ad-
elgid (HWA) was found Mason County, near Bass Lake. This insect has been working it’s way north along the Lake 
Michigan shoreline, and can cause death to hemlock trees within several years. Since it was first found in Mason Coun-
ty, survey and management efforts have increased, to actively address this threat to the hemlock resources of western 
Michigan. A huge collaborative effort is currently underway, including Mason-Lake Conservation District, North Country 
CISMA, West Michigan CISMA, and Department of Natural Resources, with help from groups like Hamlin Lake Preser-
vation society. 
In the winter of ’20-’21, a crew from Mason-Lake Conservation District worked 40 hours per week to survey for this pest 
on private property and township-owned lands. Priority survey areas were those within five miles of Lake Michigan and 
along waterways. In total, the crew surveyed 236 properties covering 4,196 acres.  Through these surveys, five new in-
festations were found. These were located along Piney Ridge Road (south end of Hamlin Lake), Ludington School For-
est, western Lincoln Lake and near the narrows (eastern side) on Hamlin Lake. The DNR and other partnering organiza-
tions to the north were conducting similar surveys on state, federal and private lands. To date, only one infestation has 
been found north of Mason County, in Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, and that infestation is currently being 
treated. 
 
With these extensive surveys revealing no infestations further north, the Conservation District is hopeful that it may be 
possible to contain the infestation to Mason County. Treatment is implemented via an insecticide injection into the trunk 
of infested trees. Thus far, all properties with infested trees are interested in pursuing treatment, which will help to con-
tain the insect. With grant funding from the Michigan Invasive Species Grant Program, the Conservation District and oth-
er partners will be able to help landowners to treat this insect on private properties. 
 
Anyone can help with this project by keeping an eye on hemlock trees on their prop-
erty and around the county. With the help of HLPS last year, doorhangers and other 
information was distributed to homes to help raise awareness and get eyes on trees 
to keep our forests healthy. To obtain HWA materials, contact Mason-Lake Conser-
vation District at (231) 757-3707 ext. 5. For more information on HWA and what you 
can do, visit https://www.michigan.gov/invasives . 
Attached photo caption: Hemlock survey crew enjoying time in the forest. It’s great to 
find porcupine trees that aren’t infested! 

 

Infected Hemlock 
Branch 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIJ8MWUrklU&feature=emb_logo
https://www.michigan.gov/invasives/0,5664,7-324-68002_71241-367635--,00.html
https://savemihemlocks.org/
https://www.mason-lakeconservation.org/
mailto:MDA-Info@michigan.gov
http://www.misin.msu.edu/report/misin/?project=misin
http://www.misin.msu.edu/tools/apps/
https://www.michigan.gov/invasives/0,5664,7-324-68002_71241-367635--,00.html


Spring   
2021 

Page 7 Hamlin Lake Currents 

 

 

 

HLPS Board Meeting 

 

Well as we all know 2020 was a year of challenges and change.  It wasn’t until Sept 2020 the HLPS board 
was able to meet in person outdoors.  However, in spite of a pandemic and age challenged board members 
with serious electronic limitations things were accomplished: 
We did manage to get trash cans out to the boat launches and p/u fishing line. 
We funded a scholarship.  
We lost a loved and dedicated Board Member and began planning an appropriate memorial with the funds 
received. 
We held an Annual meeting and elected the following 

 
The Mayfly station was installed on the Big Sable. 
Bruce continued to lead the team in lake water sampling without the support of CLMP so no data opportuni-
ties would be lost 
Now, as 2021 unfurls we find life with the pandemic still exists but are now allowed to meet in small groups!  
At the most recent meeting April 13, 2021 the following tasks were accomplished:  
Plans are being put in place to host FIREWORKS on July 2nd 2021!! 
A second Mayfly station at the LSP damn exit has been proposed and will be explored in May 2021’ 
Two areas beyond the dam have been identified for continued natural shoreline projects to commence in fall 
2021. 
Expansion of the current scholarship program was proposed and will be decided before this year’s applica-
tions are due. 
Bruce is looking for volunteers to continue with this year’s water sampling program. 
Jim and Peggy are working on a plan to put data and recommendations together for a comprehensive ap-
proach to support Riparians in the management of their septic tanks. 
The annual dinner has been cancelled (meeting dates and times for HLPS board can be found at             
(Hamlinlake.us) 
Deferment of 2021 dues for current HLPS members was proposed and accepted. 
Monies were provided to the Walleye association and the 
Hazardous Waste Day Clean up project. 
A webinar sharing information and history of HLPS was 
shared with the Friends of Ludington State Park and can be 
found at their FB page. 
Understanding 2021 will still have it’s challenges, we look 
forward to input for things The Board can do to improve our 
communication and / or initiate activities in support of a 
healthy lake environment worthy of our next generation.  
Peggy Haverberg  

HLPS, Office First Last 1st E-Mail 

President Wayne 
Ander-
sen andersenwayne@gmail.com 

Director James Clark JClark4626@aol.com 

Director Kent Gage khgage@aol.com 

Secretary, Record-
ing Peggy 

Haver-
berg 

peg-
gy.haverberg@gmail.com 

Director Joe Muzzo ozzumeoj@yahoo.com 

Director Bruce Pelletier rb_Pelletier@charter.net 

Director 
Su-
zanne 

Schol-
tens sunsetsue53@yahoo.com 

Director David Windsor dlw800@yahoo.com 

mailto:andersenwayne@gmail.com
mailto:JClark4626@aol.com
mailto:khgage@aol.com
mailto:peggy.haverberg@gmail.com
mailto:peggy.haverberg@gmail.com
mailto:ozzumeoj@yahoo.com
mailto:rb_Pelletier@charter.net
mailto:sunsetsue53@yahoo.com
mailto:dlw800@yahoo.com
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Marsh Marigolds 

Marsh marigolds (Caltha palustris) are the most well-known member of the buttercup family (Ranunculaceae) 
in early spring. They can be found in small clusters or large colonies in swampy habitats, including the back-
waters of Hamlin Lake and Ludington State Park. Plants thrive best in semi-shaded habitats such as alder 
thickets, and bloom prior to alder shrubs leafing-out. The bright golden-yellow flowers (actually petal-like sep-
als) attract various insects to cross-pollinate and produce viable seeds later in the year. The succulent heart-
shaped leaves occur on long hollow stalks. And wherever you find marsh marigolds you are also likely to find 
skunk cabbage. 
 
This famous buttercup also occurs across Eurasia and is a “favorite pot-herb with country people” here and 
abroad according to Mrs. William Starr Dana in her classic How to Know the Wildflowers in 1893. However, 
it has been noted that the raw plant is poisonous and that several changes of boiled water are required to 
make the leaves (without stalks) palatable and safe to eat. Also, according to Flora of North America (Vol. 3, 
1997), “Native Americans used various preparations of the roots of Caltha palustris medicinally to treat colds 
and sores, as an aid in childbirth and to induce vomiting, and as a protection against love charms.” For me, 
the challenge of getting a few nice photographs of a charismatic wildflower in mucky environs is the only risk I 
am willing to take. Marsh marigolds are always a colorful and cheerful sight each spring, and will brighten 
your day despite cool northerly winds that persist in northern Michigan. 
 
Dave Dister 

 

Important Dates to Remember!!! 

HLPS Board Meeting Dates for 2021 
 

April 13th 
 

May 11th 
 

July 13th  
 

August 10th 
 

September 14th 

HLPS Fireworks 
                             Friday July 2nd 

Summer Issue Currents 
 Deadline 
July 19th 
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The HLPS scholarship program is coordinated through the Community Foundation for Mason County.  In 
2020, 106 students from Mason County schools made application for a variety of scholarships offered through 
the Foundation.  The successful applicant for the 2020 HLPS Scholarship was Lauren Larr.  Lauren, a Lud-
ington High School graduate, attends Grand Valley State University majoring in Environmental Engineering.   
In Lauren’s words, “Thank you for your generous scholarship.  You are helping me now so that I can help 
generations to come in the future.  Growing up so close to Hamlin Lake and Lake Michigan meant I got to en-
joy their beauty and develop a deep respect for the land.  As a hopeful environmentalist, I am concerned 
about maintaining coastlines, preventing further damage to the environment, and managing resources so they 
are not overused or abused.  I wish to make Michigan a sustainable and healthy environment for years to 
come”. 
Those interested in applying for future scholarships should visit the Community Foundation’s application 
link https://mason-foundation.org/scholarships/ .  Scholarship applications need to be submitted online begin-
ning each October 1 and are due by the following February 1.  The 2021 scholarship recipient will be an-
nounced later this spring.  
Our scholarship fund continues to grow.  HLPS currently offers one $500 scholarship per year with a goal of 
offering two in 2022.  To aid in this endeavor, the HLPS Board of Directors recently approved movement of 
additional funds later this year into the scholarship account managed through the Community Foundation for 
Mason County. Attached is the 2021 first quarter report of our scholarship account.  
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Fund 
January 01, 2021 through March 31, 2021 
 
Fund Activity     Current Period     Year-to-Date 
Fund Value at Beginning of Period/Year         $15,369.60  $15,369.60 
Contributions & Investment Activity 
Interest & Dividends                                                       $56.43               $56.43 
Realized Gains (Losses)       $41.15  $41.15 
Unrealized Gains (Losses)     $454.83  $454.83 
Total Receipts          $552.41              $552.41 
Grants & Distributions 
Administrative Operating Fees                                     $60.35     $60.35 
Total Distributions                                                     $60.35     $60.35 
   
Fund Value at End of Period/Year                          $15,861.66                $15,861.66  
 
Individuals who wish to make a tax-deductible donation to the scholarship fund can do so through the Com-
munity Foundation website:  https://mason-foundation.org/give/give-now/ 

 

HLPS Scholarship 

https://mason-foundation.org/scholarships/
https://mason-foundation.org/give/give-now/
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Hamlin Lake Memories 

I suppose our family might be considered newcomers to Hamlin Lake having lived here since only 1980.  
However, for a number of years, my wife, 3 children and I spent two weeks each summer camping in our 
small tent, enjoying the many adventure opportunities of the Ludington State Park.  We eventually decided to 
own our own bit of paradise at Hamlin Lake and began to seek out available properties. 
In 1980, we purchased an older, small cottage on the lower lake which was owned by an older couple named 
Nargis.  It was quaint, 1 & ½ bedrooms with one small Bath in the master bedroom – which everyone had to 
pass through to gain access to it.  The cottage was our first opportunity as a young family to actually own and 
live on Hamlin Lake.  Imagine my surprise to discover the “septic system” was a 55 Gallon buried drum -
which was replaced immediately by a functioning septic tank system! 
Over the years, our experiences were enriched by dear friends and neighbors and we enjoyed shopping Lud-
ington downtown, Sunday worship at Epworth, Friday Nights Live, House of Flavors and the many fine restau-
rants.  Our whole family enjoyed tubing and water skiing, fishing on Hamlin Lake and Salmon fishing on Lake 
Michigan.  And Perch fishing at the “Project”.  Afternoon’s at the Dunes, lunches at Barnhart’s and breakfast 
at Hobby Crest. Cocktails on the deck as the sun set over Hamlin Lake have become a treasured memory.  
There have been far too many special moments to remember and list them all. 
As our children grew and married with their own children, we tore down the original small cottage (with a bit of 
sadness), but, now have built a new home with 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms and much space to accommodate 
grandchildren and every important visitor.  
Hamlin Lake was my wife’s special place and she designed everything about our new home.  Her favorite 
times were a large Holiday family dinner and the 4th of July Holiday Parade and evening Fireworks on Hamlin 
Lake.  I can still picture her bright smiling face and the reflection of the Lake fireworks shooting stars in her 
shining blue eyes.   
Can anyone remember the 4th of July decorated boat parade around the Lake and a potluck picnic at a fami-
ly’s lawn on the upper Lake? Complete with prizes for the children. They were so generous to host the event; 
their name escapes me now.  
Sadly, my first wife has passed away, although she would love to know she is remembered by a very nice 
Memorial Bench welcoming the iconic Badger each day and evening as it sails by the breakwater. 
Happily, my new wife has fallen in love with Hamlin Lake and Ludington just as my family did many years 
ago. Now, retired, we are fortunate to spend most of our summers at the Lake before heading to Florida for 
the winter and anxiously dreaming of our return in the Spring. 
My family all has many special memories of growing up summers at Hamlin Lake and some day, through our 
Will & Trust, my children will inherit our special place for their very own to continue to build more precious 
memories. 
I am reminded of a short poem that sums up our Lake home place of solace on Hamlin Lake:   “I come here 
to find myself; it is so easy to get lost in the world”. 
 
By Wade W. Nitz. 
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The Clean Sweep and Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection is an annual event held simultaneous-
ly in conjunction with Manistee and Oceana County, headed up by the Conservation Districts of each county 
and a 3-county Household Hazardous Waste Committee of interested individuals. Every third Saturday in Au-
gust there is a long line of people in all three counties waiting to drop off pesticides and other household haz-
ardous material.  
At the 2020 HHW collection sites, the three counties collected over 103,000 pounds of hazardous waste from 
928 households. For the Mason County collection site alone, there were a total of 311 cars, representing 351 
households participating in the collection. While participants had to wait in a long line to drop off material, their 
patience was very much appreciated, as Mason-Lake Conservation District staff, volunteers and contractors 
unloaded over 40,000 pounds of disposable and recyclable waste. Batteries, electronics, antifreeze and oil, 
fluorescent light bulbs, and propane cylinders are broken down and recycled or their components reused. 
Products that cannot go those routes get stabilized or incinerated to remove potential risks to polluting our 
water resources. The Mason County Sheriff's office also assisted by safely disposing of any controlled sub-
stances and directing traffic. 
The processing of these hazardous materials can be costly, and prices have been on the rise in recent years. 
The total HHW program expenses for 2020 exceeded $70,000. Expenses are kept in check each year by the 
HHW Committee placing a weight limit on the amount of waste that can be accepted at each site. The Con-
servation Districts have been able to offer this service each year because of the outstanding support they re-
ceive from the community and volunteers. Without the funding from counties, townships, municipalities, and 
private donations from residents, the event would not be possible. Partner organizations such as AFFEW, 
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society, Fin and Feather Club of Mason County, Manistee Community Foundation, 
Pere Marquette Watershed Council, United Way of Manistee, and the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians all 
contribute funds to ensure that these hazardous materials stay out of our environment. In recent years, the 
HHW Committee has also implemented a suggested donation of $10 from participants at collection day, 
which has made it possible to take on more material without closing the events early. 
In addition to funding support, the outstanding effort from volunteers is really what makes this event possible. 
Volunteers contributed over 95 hours in Mason County alone to coordinate the event, along with the Sheriff's 
deputies and our contractors. Volunteers helped to direct traffic, administer surveys, break down boxes, sort 
batteries, collect pharmaceuticals and waste oil. The HHW Committee would like to extend their gratitude to 
everyone that has either donated time or funding to make this event possible. It really is a community event 
with so many different groups and individuals working together to make the event a success. It is because of 
your assistance that this event is successful every year.  
Thank you! 
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