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The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society— Fall 2022 

Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day  
A BIG Success 

  

 
Submitted by Dani McGarry, Mason-Lake Conservation District 
 

On August 20th, the cars lined up along Bean Street and US-10 in Scottville to await their 
chance to safely dispose of hazardous household materials. A total of 268 cars came through the 
line, bringing materials from 279 households. After the early morning rush, the event ran at a steady 
pace. Since 2007 just over 4450 cars and 5100 households have come to HHW day to dispose of 
their hazardous waste. 

The Conservation District works with two different contractors to safely dispose of electronics, 
and hazardous materials. This year, that included Comprenew and ERG Environmental, respec-
tively. In addition, a local farm takes most of the used motor oil every year to reuse for heating fuel, 
which saves thousands of dollars in disposal costs for the collection day and fuel costs for the farm. 
This year, the farm received 650 gallons, which will meet half of their heating needs for the year!  

The contracting companies generally can take a month or more to process all of the material 
and report back with a categorized list of weight per material accepted. Results were hot off the 
press in late September, just in time to get information into Currents. Mason County alone took in 
nearly 34,000 pounds of material! To put it in perspective, that is enough hazardous material and 
electronics to amount to the weight of about 17 pontoon boats! This year, the bulk of the materials 
consisted of automotive fluids, toxic household materials (such as acidic or basic cleaners, oxidizers, 
fire extinguishers and fluorescent bulbs) and electronics. Across the 3-county group of Manistee, 
Mason and Oceana that collaboratively host this collection event, our current count is 79,700 
pounds! Final bills are not available yet but estimated final costs will be about $69,000 for the 3-
county Committee. Counties, Townships, District Health Department, private donors, and partner 
groups all chip in to cover costs of the collection day. 
     A HUGE THANK YOU to HLPS for supporting this annual event. The HLPS support alone helped 
to cover the safe disposal of 2,500 pounds of material! Many thanks also go out to all those that par-
ticipated and volunteered at the event. It would not be possible without Mason County Road Com-
mission hosting, Mason County Sheriff's Office for helping at multiple stations and bringing Trustees 
for heavy lifting, as well as the dedicated volunteers who put in over 115 work hours in one day to 
make the event possible. Thank you for helping us to safely dispose of hazardous materials and  

Continued on page 10 
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The President’s Letter 

Soooo, when did summer leave and the brisk chill of a crisp autumn morning sneak in?  I hope for all the 
times of less COVID confinement have found you still contemplative but more at ease with the beauty of our 
surroundings enjoying the company of family and friends.   
 
Last publication I thanked some folks giving over a century of commitment to HLPS but failed to welcome two 
new wonderful Board Members: 
Christine Lamb, a resident on Hamlin’s South Bayou has a vested interest in Hamlin Lake and the surround-
ing community.  She currently serves on two other community boards and is very involved with her husband, 
Adam and their children doing volunteer work for the community.   Christine and Adam are focused on mak-
ing a home where their children can bring their children back making amazing memories for years to come.  
 
Matt Geelhoed, a resident of Tamarac Village has been a member of HLPS and a volunteer for years.  It is 
Matt who developed our HLPS Logo and website Hamlinlake.us.  Matt has owned a website management 
company since 2001 and hopes to use his business expertise to advance HLPS.  Matt and his wife spend 
most every weekend at their cottage often welcoming their daughters and families.   
Both of our newest board members are already hard at work on committees and assignments dedicated to 
the improvement of Hamlin Lake! 
 
In addition to our Aquatic Vegetation initiative (covered in a separate article) the board is working behind the 
scenes to launch a “membership website” in 2023.  Most likely it will be a “Wild Apricot” based site (like 
Friends of LSP use) This site will provide the following benefits: 
Interface with West Shore Bank 
Process and allocate Donations as specified to the proper fund 
Membership  
Fireworks 
Memorials 
Scholarship 
Etc. 
Provide Auto Membership reminder and renewal 
Manage and maintain membership information 
Provide for communication with membership 
Monthly newsletters 
Board Meeting Minutes 
Quick communication of local initiatives  
Haz Waste Day 
Annual Meeting  
HWA activity 
Forestry meeting  
Big Sable Meeting  
etc. 
Color photos (an added cost if used in the Currents) 
Links to our Historical Data Base 
Initially we will have two websites Hamlinlake.us (open to the public) and the “Membership website”.   As we 
mentioned we intend to launch the Membership website Jan 1, 2023 and will work diligently to keep all in-
formed of our progress.  Migrating from 3 times a year “snail mail” communication to electronic communica-
tion will most certainly have its challenges but, we believe the opportunities outweigh the bumps we will incur.   
 
Our hope is to better serve the HLPS community, involving you both in person and electronically,  moving for-
ward preserving our piece of paradise for generations to come.   
 Continued on page 5 
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Progressive Engineering Aquatic Vegetation Study  
 

HLPS allocated $14K towards an Aquatic Vegetation Study of Hamlin Lake for July / Aug 2022.  The previous 
complete study was done in 2004 with few exotic (invasive) species identified.  Jim Clark, HLPS Board Mem-
ber Emeritus, also conducted a quantitative study in 2019 and its results are at the historic website under 
“bathymetry”.  (To find Jim’s study, go to Hamlinlake.us and tab over to Historical Records).  It is recom-
mended that whole lake quantitative and qualitative studies be done every 5-10 years.   
 
At the September 2022 HLPS Board Meeting, Paul Hauser, Progressive Engineering presented the study 
findings.  Some of the Key Findings are: 
Hamlin Lake has 24 native submersed species of aquatic plants and three exotic species 
Exotics are 
Eurasian/ hybrid milfoil 
Curly leaf pondweed 
Starry stonewort 
Eurasian/hybrid milfoil has expanded significantly (from 75 acres to 200 acres) since 2004 
Starry stonewort is highly invasive and should be monitored and a management strategy implemented where 
possible 
Shallow lakes (or shallow portions of lakes) can be prone to a shift from macrophyte (rooted plant) dominated 
systems to algae dominated systems – i.e., from a clear water state to a turbid state 
Hamlin Lake should be managed to limit exotic species while maintaining a healthy population of native 
rooted plants  
Treatments should focus on targeting exotics with systemic selective herbicides that have minimal effects on 
non-target species 
Promote natural shorelines and filter strips to limit nutrient inputs and shoreline erosion 
Continue to implement best management strategies in the Big Sable watershed and shoreland areas of Ham-
lin Lake 
More detail on the data will soon be found at Hamlinlake.us 
 
The HLPS board will also meet this winter with Paul Hauser to formulate a plan and a path for moving forward 
to improve and preserve the health of Hamlin Lake.   
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Which reminds me, in closing we have moved our board meetings to the first Thursday of the following 
months in 2023  
February 2   June 23 Annual Meeting and Dinner 
April 6    August 3 
May 4    October 5 
Meetings will begin at 6:30PM at the Hamlin Township Hall / a ZOOM number will be established and remind-
ers can be found at the Hamlinlake.us calendar.  
 
ENJOY THE REST OF THE YEAR / AS ALWAYS / THE BEST IS YET TO COME 
 
Peggy Haverberg 
 
Peggy.haverberg@gmail.com 

As a Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Board member, I recently volunteered to help with a Septic 
System Awareness program as part of our Water Quality initiatives. 
Every year I not only witness our algae blooms on the lake and bayous, but I also hear riparian land 
owners talking about it and wondering why we have early blooms as well as years when it is really 
bad. If you have ever researched algae and weed growth, especially exotics, you more than likely 
saw mention of water quality, nutrients (specifically phosphorus) throughout the many articles and 
entries you found. There are a number of sources of nutrients that enter our lake. Nutrients are a 
necessary component of a lake as long as they are the right kind and in the right quantity. 
Although our water quality in Hamlin Lake isn’t bad ,unfortunately it may not always be that way. It is 
the responsibility of all of us to help keep it that way! We know we have lots of runoff into the lake. 
This runoff brings with it lots of nutrients from several sources and they aren’t all from “up stream”! 
We will look at nutrient sources in future articles but what I would like to address here is one we all 
have, our septic systems. Without a municipal sewer system on or near the lake we know that every 
house, cabin, and cottage have a septic tank. A lot of these structures have existed for at least 75 
years. If the septic system has not been updated there is a good chance the system is too small, 
needs repairs or maintenance, may only be a 55-gallon drum or other less suitable container, and 
may not work as intended. To kick things off I would like for you to answer some questions (just for 
yourself!) 1) Do you know where your septic tank is located?  2) Do you know what size your septic 
tank is? 3) Do you know what it is made out of?  4) Do you know if it is in good repair or in need of 
attention?  5) Do you know the last time it was pumped out? I have more questions but let’s start 
there! 
It is our desire to continue this discussion in each edition of Currents so let’s do some homework 
and answer the above 5 questions and be ready to learn more about our septic systems, our water 
quality, and how the two meet! 
Don’t hesitate to start your own research this winter on how you can improve your system! 

Dave Winsor 

 

Septic Systems 
HLPS Fall Currents 

Continued from page 3 
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 As we put our final touches on summer and welcome in the fall we should begin to focus on our annual “winterization” 
process for our boats and associated equipment. 
What exactly do I mean by “winterization”? For purposes of this article let’s just say that it is the preparation of storing 
our boat for the off season. 
If done properly, there is a lot to do to winterize our boats. I won’t get into the specifics on winterizing your motor as each 
motor has specific recommended procedures from the manufacturer. The motor is not the only thing we should worry 
about though! Winterization should include all things boating. Some basics should include but not be limited to the follow-
ing: drain and if possible dry the bilge, either drain and re-use the gasoline or add stabilizer suitable for the type of fuel 
you use, change the lower unit oil, and make sure the batteries are disconnected, charged, and if desired, removed from 
the boat. Prior to wrapping or putting your boat in storage you should also check all of your life jackets (PFDs) to make 
sure they are dry, in good repair, and placed in storage where they won’t be damaged by mice or other animals. All of 
your lines (ropes) should be checked to make sure they are dry, in good repair, and also stored where they won’t be 
damaged by mice or other animals. You should make a thorough inspection of all your storage compartments to ensure 
they are dry and no food or other items have been stowed and forgotten that can be an attractant to mice and other ani-
mals. Leaving compartments open so that air can flow through them while in storage is a good idea as long as it doesn’t 
interfere with your storage method. Once you have completed your inspection of the interior you should inspect your hull 
for any damage you might not have known about and arrange to have any repairs completed prior to next season. You 
should also inspect your prop for any damage and arrange for repairs through the winter rather than waiting for spring.  
If you know now that you are in need of a part take it from my experience, get it ordered now so that it will hopefully be 
received before the season begins in 2023. I am still waiting on a tilt trim motor I needed in 2021 but wasn’t ordered until 
late spring 2022. The boat didn’t get used this year! 
Doing these necessary inspections can save you time and money come next season when you (and everyone else) are 
ready to start the new boating season. As you know our boating season is fairly short so taking some extra time now can 
you take advantage of those early warm days in the spring. 
 

By: Dave Windsor 
(Retired Captain, Indiana DNR Law Enforcement Division) 
(HLPS Board of Directors) (Reserve Mason County Marine Patrol Deputy) 
 

 

BOATING SAFETY 
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FALL WATER QUALITY REPORT  

We at HLPS just received our 2021 Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program (CLMP) data and analysis report for Upper 
and Lower Hamlin Lake.  Unfortunately, there is quite a lag time between the date of sample submission and the delivery 
of the final report.  Water samples for this study are collected twice during the summer season.  These are then taken to 
EGLE (formerly the DNR} in Cadillac for transport to Michigan State University’s analytical laboratory.  Results are then 
sent back to EGLE for evaluation of the lake’s trophic status (i.e., degree of accelerated aging).  HLPS has been an ac-
tive participant in the CLMP program since its inception in 2001.  Because of our long-term involvement, trends in lake 
water quality can be evaluated over time.  The 2021 report shows that average spring and summer phosphorus values 
are increasing almost every year.  Phosphorus is the nutrient most responsible for elevated levels of plant and algal 
growth in Hamlin.  Phosphorus enters our lake from several sources including agricultural runoff, soil erosion, lawn fertil-
izers, and improperly installed and maintained septic tank systems.   
 
Most of my past water quality articles have dealt with nutrient inputs from Hamlin’s watershed areas.  While this is a ma-
jor concern, a 1993 study conducted by Progressive AE showed that Hamlin’s watershed only contributed about 50% of 
the total amount of nutrients entering the lake.  The remaining balance was attributed to riparian owner activities.  Exces-
sive use of lawn fertilizers, discarding leaves into the lake, and improperly installed and poorly maintained septic systems 
were specifically cited.   
 
Trends observed in the 2021 CLMP report indicated that the level of nutrients in lake water samples was somewhat 
higher than for those collected from watershed areas during the same time period.  Could faulty septic systems be re-
sponsible?  To gain further information, I contacted Lisa Hofmann of the Mason County Health Department.  Lisa is the 
Environmental Health Sanitarian in charge of new septic tank installations.  She mentioned that Hamlin Lake has a num-
ber of legacy septic tank systems, many not meeting today’s code for size or proper installation.  Some are nothing more 
than dry wells, and are often located in the water table or immediately above it.  Some systems are even made from 55-
gallon drums.  Today’s code requires septic tanks to have a minimum capacity of 1,500 gallons and to be at least 4 feet 
above the water table.   
 
Our HLPS water quality team might want to alter its focus to help identify and resolve these legacy septic tank problems.  
Faulty septic tanks are considered a “point source discharge”, a pollution source where the exact location can be identi-
fied.  As such, they are much easier to identify and manage than non-point sources.  Watershed areas would be consid-
ered “non-point sources.”   A potential starting point might be to conduct a survey of tanks around Hamlin Lake.  How-
ever, this may be easier said than done, as records of older tanks often do not exist.  Also, people generally don’t like to 
discuss their septic tank issues.  We need to find a way to encourage participation for those with older systems to come 
forward.  Perhaps some type of incentive program would be possible, even if it is nothing more than recognition for being 
a concerned riparian owner.     
 
Bruce Pelletier – Water Quality Director 
rb_pelletier@charter.net 

 

HLPS Fireworks Fund 

 
In order to have a Fireworks program in 2023 the fund needs to have 
$25,000.00 in it to order fireworks for 2023. The fund presently has less 
then $ 2000.00 in it. So if you are a fan of the HLPS Fireworks Display 
your support is needed now. Donations can be sent to HLPS P.O. Box 
178 Ludington MI. 49431. 
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Wilson Hill Park Improvements 

On Sept.6th seven hard workers, three from the township and four volunteers : Steve Begnoche, 
Mark Puffer, Ruth and Keith Crompton, installed the new playground equipment at Wilson Hill Park, 
which consisted of 12 raised stepping pods and a tether ball and pole. A special thanks goes to 
Lowes for contributing thirteen bags of concrete. A plaque will soon be placed, honoring Thom 
Ludwig and Alison and Dick Puffer in whose  memory these were installed. In addition, there will 
soon be planted an evergreen in memory of Dr. Tom Rogers. 

HLPS Scholarship Fund for 2023 
Application Opens October 1 

 

HLPS is pleased to announce that the 2023 scholarship application process will open October 1, 2022. For 
2023, HLPS will award two $1,000 scholarships. To be eligible, applicants must be a resident of Mason Coun- 
ty and a graduating senior of a Mason County public, private, or home school. Scholarships are paid to 
accredited institutions and divided equally between the terms of the academic year. The scholarship award is 
used toward the cost of tuition, fees, room and board, books, or other educational expenses the student may 
incur. Consideration is given to students interested in further study of biological, environmental, or physical 
sciences with emphasis in conservation and preservation of natural resources. 
 
Application is made through, and evaluated by, the Community Foundation of Mason County.   Please go 
to: https://mason-foundation.org/scholarships/ to learn more and apply. The scholarship application deadline 
is February 1, 2023.  Scholarship recipients will be notified about their awards early in the spring of 2023 and 
will be recognized at their school awards assembly. 
 
Denny Lavis 
 

https://mason-foundation.org/scholarships/
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The Dark Fishing Spider 

 

As fall progresses, one of the features that create spooky moments of the season are the myriad of 
spiders that mature at this time, especially prior to our frequent frosty mornings. And among the 
more intimidating are the largest spiders in our area, the “fishing spiders,” which are members of the 
“nurseryweb” spider family. One of the more common species is the dark fishing spider (Dolomedes 
tenebrosa), which can have a width of 3.5 inches among its eight legs ! This “fishing spider,” how-
ever, is less dependent on aquatic habitats as other fishing spiders, but they nevertheless can be 
found in and around cabins and homes near rivers and lakes such as Hamlin Lake. 
 
Fishing spiders closely resemble the “wolf spiders,” but they have the special ability to escape distur-
bance by people or predators by submerging below the water surface for as much as 30 minutes. 
And due to their large size, they have the ability to catch small fish or tadpoles for their next meal. 
However, aquatic insects are their primary food source, and they are by no means dangerous to us. 
 
In late summer, the larger females lay numerous eggs in a web, and soon the web is full of itsy-bitsy 
spiderlings that are closely guarded by their mothers. I must say, even approaching to photograph 
the female spider guarding her brood was scary enough for me. 
 
Happy Halloween ! 
 
Dave Dister 

< Female  
Dolomedes tenebro-
sus  Dark Fishing 
Spider 
 
> Dark Fishing Spi-
der with eggs 
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keep them out of our waterways and environment! 
 
 

 

Continued from page  1 

 

Submitted by the Mason-Lake Conservation District 
 
Mason-Lake Conservation District has teamed up with Ottawa Conservation District to address the 
Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA) infestation in Mason County. HWA is an invasive insect that kills 
hemlock trees by feeding on their sap. Currently, the furthest North that HWA has been detected is 
the eastern area of Hamlin Lake, north and east of Indian Pete Bayou. MLCD has been treating 
North to South in an effort to contain and slow the northern spread of HWA. Treatment season oc-
curs May through October by injecting a pesticide (very similar to flea & tick pet meds) directly into 
tree trunks to protect the tree and kill the adelgids. Since beginning treatments in May, MLCD and 
OCD have treated nearly 3,000 trees per month. This equates to 106,045 inches of tree. This meas-
urement is a sum of the tree diameter at breast height (DBH) of all trees that were treated. A total of 
17,131 trees were treated on 903.1 acres in Mason County. Once treatment season ends, the 
search for new potential infestations begins with survey season through the winter. For more infor-
mation or to request a free survey of your hemlocks, visit www.mason-lakeconservation.org or call 
(231) 757-3707 ext. 111. 

 

Forest Health Update: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 

http://www.mason-lakeconservation.org
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The dark areas on the above map reflect where invasive weeds are located. The main invasive 
weed is Eurasian Milfoil. There are some small areas of Starry Stonewart located mainly in south 
and middle bayous. 
 
This map can be viewed in color at our website. 
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